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Because the facts behind public 
response to crisis show us 

something important is missing 
in our emergency planning.



What Are the Myths of Panic?



There are at least eight myths.

8



People will revert to a barbaric state.

1



People become blank slates 
and roam aimlessly around 
in a state of shock.
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Mass hysteria will occur, 
accompanied by panic flight.
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In the face of personal danger 
people only think of themselves.
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Too much information will scare 
people and add to a sense of panic.
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Communities affected by a disaster 
will fall apart and never recover.
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Responders and children are not 
affected by disasters .
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Trained professionals will be first 
on the scene and know how to 

manage chaos.
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San Francisco Earthquake - 1906



San Francisco Earthquake - 1906







Before WW II the British Ministry of 
7ÁÒ ÐÒÅÄÉÃÔÅÄ ȰÍÁÓÓ ÏÕÔÂÒÅÁËÓ ÏÆ 
ÈÙÓÔÅÒÉÃÁÌ ÎÅÕÒÏÓÉÓȱ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÏÃÃÕÒ 

when bombing started.
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The opposite occured . 

People banded together to save fellow 
human beings. Showed great acts of 

kindness.




